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not only had the theory of population received much attention,
though for the most part incidentally to other matters, but the
facts of population had been elucidated in rough outline and
there was general agreement about them. Nevertheless, Malthus
did not make any considerable use of the known facts, nor did he
fasten upon the more enlightening hints which his predecessors
had thrown out when touching upon matter of theory.

(5)   MALTHUS1

In 1798 Thomas Robert Malthus published An Essay on the
Principle of Population as it affects the future improvement of Society with
remarks on the speculations of Mr. Godwin, M. Condorcet and other
writers. Malthus was then thirty-two years of age. Ten years
before he had graduated as ninth wrangler at Cambridge and
had subsequently obtained a fellowship at Jesus College. He
took holy orders, and for a time held a curacy at Albury not far
from the 'Rookery', a country house of some size near Dorking,
where he was born. But Cobbett's nickname Tarson Malthus9
was not happy; Malthus never considered his clerical duties as
the main work of his life, and presumably was ordained only
because of his fellowship.

Daniel Malthus, the father of Robert, was a man somewhat
out of the common; he is said to have corresponded with
Voltaire and to have been the literary executor of Rousseau.
It is not surprising, therefore, that Jacobinism and other ques-
tions of the day should have been discussed between such a
father and a son who had distinguished himself at college. In
1797 discussion turned on Godwin's Enquirer which had just
been published, and the younger man, who was inclined to be
critical of the enthusiasms of his father, urged arguments
against the thesis of Godwin and his school. In particular he
urged that there was an obstacle to 'improvement* in the shape
of the capacity of the human race for unlimited increase and,
as the discussions proceeded, he became so impressed with the
importance of this obstacle that he sat down and put his ideas
on paper. There resulted the first edition of the Essay which was

1 See J. Bonar, Malthus and his Work (1885).